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Sparrowhawk factfib
OThey were nearly wiped out in
1950's and '60's due to agricultural
pesticides: DDT, aldrin and dieldrin
which affect the fertility of birds of
prey,
OTheir natural habitat is farmland
with hedgerows, hedges, conifer-
ous and mixed woodland. But they
can also be found in gardens.
- They feed on small birds, includ-
ing: spanows, starlings, thrushes
and chaffinch, but will also eat
mice, voles and young rabbits and
some insec'ts.
O They are sexually dimporphic:
females being twice the size of
males. Males weigh 100 - 200
grams and have short, rounded
wings, d long tail with dark grey
upper parts and reddish baned
underparts..Females weigh 180 -
350 grams and have longer,
rounded wings,grey brown
plurqaqe, brown bars on the

underparts and a white stripe
behind the eye.
OThey hunt from the air, the long
tail ac'ting as a rudder, but they do
not hover like kestrels relying on
speed and surprise to catch their
prey.
O They have short wingspans to
help manoeuwability when flying
between trees.
OThey have long legs, large
sharp talons and a sharp hooked
beak for piercing, plucking and
tearing up prey and they can carry
prey as healy as themselves.
OThey are solitary birds and only
come together to breed. Four to
six blueArhite eggs, specked with
brown, are laid,) r^rhich hatch in 35
days.
O Nestlings are fed on two to
three small birds each day for
three weeks to a month, beforeTracking, .iS ' faeilifefud bJ, releaS,-
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