
NEXI fime you moan about Wilmslord's winter -
weather spare a thought for the town's wildlife.
Because the last few months of cold snaps fol-
lonted by unusually warm oonditions has played
havoc with WlmslovV's population of hibemating
creatures - hedgehogs, bats and dormice.
The fluc{uating temperatures have ficked the ani-
mals to waking ftom their slumber too early, when
there is little food available, and the prospec't of
dying from starvation.
But one lucky hedgehog fell into the hands of
wildlife expert Martin Tumer, of Granbrd Road,
who runs the South Manchester Wildlife Rescue
chari$.
It was almost dead when he found it but his care -
which included antibiotics, feeding by a synnge and
even being placed in an incubator- the prickly ani-
mal has made a ftll recovery and will be released
back into the wild this week.
Martin said: Tlhen there is mild weather it affects
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the body clock of hibemating animals. They wake
up and begin moving around but their surviVal
depends on the availability of food.
"lf there is then a sudden oold snap (like the one at
thp beginning of March) they cant find the food
and use up valuable energy and sbength moving
around looking. (
'So it has been a funny year. Hedgehogs are not
as @mmon as they have been around here, there
have been fewer sitings.
The hedgehog I have has only just been let out
into the garden to feed itself on slugs and worms. lf
all goes well l'll release it into the wild."
This February had been relatively mild but then
March began with snow and ice, which subsided
into warm, almost summery conditions before"the
temperature fell sharply again.

Martin says animals need a fullstomach to hiber-
nate so when woken can find it dfficult to retum to
this state.
He added birds, particularly blue tits, have also
been affected and have started nesting earfy when
less food is available.
Bab have yet to be spofted and are expec'ted to
appear in April when it will be seen if their numberc
have declined because of the weather.
But Martin has more pressing @ncems before then
after resunecting his unnamed hedgehgg.
He said: "l never give my animals names as then
you become too attached to them.'She was on death's door when I found her, and
was that weak she just lay on her side. I had to
feed her liquidised food in a syringe for seven
days.
rUs humans don't get too affected by bad weather
as we can just wrap up warm but it is very impor-
tant for animals as it dictates their behaviour."


