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BY CHRIS O$UH
Forccnrs *utd soon be a regular
siqht in Manchester.-'iviioiit" 

expert Martin Turner who- .
o".iiiaii" rrii rite to rehabilitating sick

inO 
"nO"ngered 

animals and
;;i;;ils tEem back into the wild'

bef ie"esltreY are followi ng-the
eiimpte of the fox and finding new

homes in the citY.
Martin, from Wilmslow is

o"iiii,iiitiv fond of the polecat - the

inammal from which ferrets evolve-o.-

anO orter two Years he has rescued 10

iniutlu polecits and then sentthem
[l"flnt" their habitat to breed' ---iiCi 

i"ntury the European polecat

was virtually extinct and was glven
;oJrtiit prolection" status. The

"Iini*i.t 
fou nd them selves u-nde r

;h;;;i i-t gamekeePers, th.e disease

mvxomatosis and trends In tne rur

tride. But over the past two years' a

lrowlng number of Polecats' ..
iiilrougi uncommon to the north

wJst, h-as been sighted in Crewe'

huntins and playing with his family'

He waJin a bad way so I toox ntm

home to nurse him and Planned to

brinq him back when he was
IriJiiiJna"nt at three months old'
"';l 

lioiliwant him to bite or bond

witir mt so lalwaYs wore a leather
o"unii"t*hen I was handling him'

6n" J"v lforgot and when I went to

ieJ hilt;insleao of bitins mY Falg'
he licked it. lt was then I knew ne'o

iillid,t" otthe traits of wild p.olecats

"nd 
n";O be befteroff with me"'

Fory polecaB
hlt crytrail
AlderleY Edge and Wilmslow - and

irtJv j"i,t t6 be heading north
towards Manchester'--iil;ttin 

said: "Polecats and urban

areai don't tend to mix but they can

survive.';ilu"t 
the past couple of years.l've

been qetting calls from peoplg wJlo.

irt-Jr"-rrttnei trao found mink in their

oarOEns buf l could tell theY were
tolecats. Five months ago I rescueq a

iwo-month'old polecat from drownlng

"t 
fvfonrc Heath. He had been out


